11 shall lifive more cancels. That nervous mortal W. G. H. Is not satisfied with my report of some particulars which I wrote dawn from his own tnotef/i, and is so much aj>it;ited that Convtcnay has persuaded me to allow «i n&v edition of them by H. himself to be made at H.'s expense.'
(Croker's JStxwetf, p. 829). 'L'his would seem to show that there was something that Hamilton wished to conceal. Horace Walpolc (Memoirs of the JKeign of George ///, iii. 402) docs not give him a character for truthfulness, lie writes on one occasion :—' Hamilton denied it, but his truth was not renowned.' Miss Bnrncy, who met Hamilton fourteen years sifter this, thus describes him;—'This Mr. Hamilton is extremely tall and handsome; has an air of haughty and fashionable superiority; is intelligent, dry, sarcastic, and clever. I should have received much pleasure from his conversational powers, had I not previously been prejudiced against him, by hearing that he is infinitely artful, double, and crafty.' (Mine. D'Arblay's Diary, \. 293).
APPENDIX   F.
JOHNSON'S FIRST ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE THRALES AND HIS SERIOUS ILLNESS.
(Page 490.)
Johnson (JPr, and Afed. p. 191) writes:—'My first knowledge of Thrale was in 1765.' In a Setter to Mrs. Thrale, he says ;—' You were but five-and-twenty when I knew you first.' (Piozzi Letters^ i. 284). As she was born on Jan. £$, 1741, this would place their introduction in 1766. In another letter, written on July 8, 1784, he talks of her ' kindness which soothed twenty years of a. life radically wretched.' (Iff. ii. 376). Perhaps, however, he here spoke in round numbers. Mrs. Pioz/i (Anee. p. 125) says they first met in 17(34. Mr. Thrale, she writes, sought an excuse for inviting him. ' The celebrity of Mr. Wood-house (post) ii. 127), a shoemaker, whose verses were at that time the subject of common discourse, soon afforded a 'pretence.' There is a notice of Woodhouse in the Gent. Mag. for June, 1764 (p. 289). Johnson, she says, dined with them every Thursday through the winter of 1764-5, and in the autumn of 1765 followed them to Brighton, In the
Piozzilikewise a share of modern knowledge, and has applied himself in some degree to  the  study of  the law.'     By way of payment he offers at once 'an income, which would neither be insufficient for him as a man of letters, or disreputable to him as a gentleman/ and hereafter ' a situation'—a post, that is to say, under government. (Wooll's Warton, i. 299.)   Warlon recommended Chambers.    Chambers does not seem to have accepted the post, for we find him staying on at Oxford (fos/t ii. 25, 46).   Johnson had all the knowledge that Hamilton required, cxccpl that of law.    It is this very study that we find him al this very time entering upon.    All this shows that for some time to some extent an engagement was  formed between him and
